402            FAILURE TO TAKE CASILINUM.

a most stubborn defense In the citadel. It seems as if Han-
nibal was compelled to operate against the town within a very
limited space where he could use but few troops. As at Sa-
guntum, numbers were not of much avail. The bend in the
river obliged the garrison to defend but a very small part of
their wall. The first Punic assault was headed by Isalca, a

Casilinum.

Gsetulian, and being partial only, and met by a sharp sortie,
had no chance of success. Then a general assault, under Ma-
harbal, was ordered, but, though this officer was wont to do
good work, he too was repulsed by the plucky garrison in a
sudden rush from the gates. Hannibal had underrated his
enemy. Even reproaches addressed to the conquerors of Sa-
guntum, says Livy, and the promise of a mural crown, did
not provoke a stout enough assault to capture the citadel.
He was driven to besiege it. He employed vineae and mines;
but both were met by bulwarks and counter-mines by the
garrison. Every effort he could make seemed to be set at
naught by the excellent situation of the place. Leaving a
portion of his troops to hold the lines of circumvaUation he
had made so as to keep it blockaded, he withdrew with the
others to Capua, where he prepared to go into winter-quarters
for the winter of B. c., 216-215. From Capua he controlled
the south side of the river,rous, He had had reason to hope that Casilinum might
